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886 DATA NOT CONVERTED FROM SOURCE FORMAT 

Field Definition and Scope 

Data for which there is no specific UNIMARC field.  

It is used when an agency is converting records from another format and wishes to retain elements in 
fields which have no equivalent. 

Subfields & Occurrence 

Field/Subfiel

d 

Field/Subfield Name Repeatabilit

y 

Occurrenc

e 

886 DATA NOT CONVERTED FROM SOURCE 

FORMAT 

R O 

a Tag of the Source Format Field NR O 

b Indicators and Subfields of the Source Format Field NR O 

2 Source NR O 

Indicators 

Indicator Value Description 

1  Specifies the Type of Field 

 0 Record Label 

 1 Variable control field (0-- fields without indicators or subfields) 

 2 Variable data field (010-999 fields) 

2 # blank (not defined) 

Subfields Description 

$a Tag of the Source Format Field 

This subfield will not be present if Indicator 1 has the value 0. Not repeatable. This subfield can be used 
only once with the value Tag of the Source Format Field. All other $a subfields in this field have the 
values assigned by the field of the source format. 

$b Indicators and Subfields of the Source Format Field 

This subfield will contain the indicators, subfield identifiers and subfields of the original field in their 
original order. Not repeatable. This subfield can be used only once with the value Indicators and Subfields 
of the Source Format Field. All other $b subfields in this field have the values assigned by the field of the 
source format. 

$2 Source 

The name of the format used for the machine-readable record. See UNIMARC/Bibliographic format, 
Appendix A codes. Not repeatable. 

See also specification of Control Subfield 2. 

Examples 

EX 1 

886 2#$2usmarc$a042$b##$alc 

There is no equivalent in UNIMARC for USMARC’s Authentication Code. There are only three true 

subfield identifiers in the field – the $2, the first $a and the first $b. 



886 DATA NOT CONVERTED FROM SOURCE FORMAT 

UNIMARC Authorities Format Manual (online ed., 1.1.0, 2024) 2/2 

History 

2001 New field. 

2009 Updated definition/scope: $a Tag of the source format field. 

2009 Updated definition/scope: $b Indicators and subfields of the source format field. 


